nY RICIHARD SPILLAND.
To Baron De Kalb, the soldier of
fortune, International spy: and major-

general of the potriot ‘army in the
War for Independence, wias dueg, more
than to any other individual the al-
llance which the struggling colonies
made with France when thelr fnte
hung in the balance, It was the Prime
Alinister if Louls XV. who concelved
the plan which Ta Kalb carrled oub
But [t wos DaKalb's persistency which
kept the plot alive and made 1t bear
fruft more than ten years later, when
another King and another Prima Min-
{ater ruled the destiny of France.

The Treaty of Paris, signed by Eng-
Jand and France in 1763, consummated
ihe riln of the French colonles and the
overthrow of I'rance a8 o seil powern
By the possession of Canada, the Eng-
llsh had carried this  conguest from
the Gulf of Mexlco to the Polar sens
and had become tha mast powerfuol
nation In the world. IFrance, on the
other hand, was prostrite. Louls XV.
was ruled by dMme.  de Fompadour,
vain, selfish and  capricious, Never
befora or slnce was the hereditary
hatred of the French for the English
greater than at that period. Yol
Frances' treasury was dry and she did
not dare to embark upon. another
strugile with her ancient encmy.

The Due de Choiseul was Prime bin-
ister. He was a past master of all
the devious ways of diplomacy, His
secret agents were In every court of
Biurope. He had brought the busi-
aess of esplonage to a science, Through
his internatlonal sples he knew batter
than the English themseclves of tho
spirit of unrest that pervaded the
Amerlean colonfes, He decided to send
some ong across the sens to leorn al
first hand of the conditions that ex-
isted, there. If these were such as he
hoped, he planned seerctly at first and
then openly to foment a revolution in
America and thus to wound England
In her most vital pavt. Thi lagt chap
ter of of the gredit plot, whose fulil-
ettt 'might take years, was for Franch
to. attack Epgland when a large pors
tlon of her army and navy had been
drawn to the other side of tha Atlan-
tic to quell the colonial revolt

His First Jourtiey to Awmerien,

De Kanlb at that time wes perhapa

,thirty yearg old. Tt 15 not known
exactly where hes was born, or when
Probably 1[{,15115_1.11 ithe Province ol
Alsace, whigh. wts then a part of
France. :* Wheiher he inherited  the
title’ of baron or whother he won It
with hie sword is equally obscure,
Some say he was ¢ peasant's son.  Ile
wits & soldler nf fortune from the
time he was old encugh to bear arms.
He fought in the Seven TYears' War,
@and at some time in that period bhecama

a secret agent of the French Governw
ment. He spoke many languages with
extraordinary facility. He was
trained soldler and had a genlus for
obtalning  difftcult “informatlon, Ha
mitist have beon especially eminent In
hiz line of work in order to be pleked
out by the astute Primo Minlster of
France,

De Kalh was o Ueutenant-celonel ot

infantry {n the French army in Au-
gust, 1767, when he recelved secret in-
structions from the Due do Cholsoul
to proceed Immodately’ to Amsterdam
nnd learn everything he could regard-
ing the Engllsh colonles. 1f tho
rurmors appeared to him to he well
founded he was Instructed to proceed
to Americi and to continue his inves-
tigations thero.
“ou are Lo nssure yourself of the
determination of the Amerlcan colo-
nies Lo throw off the Hnglish yoke,'”
read the secrat inatructlons, “You
are to ecarefully exomine the resources
that they have in troops, fortifications
and supplles of munitions of wor and
of food, both present and prospective.
You ara to obtain the confldence of
those at the head of the movement
and learn all detalla as to their plans,
and to secure the names of those who
will command o revelt when one oc-
curs,'

Supplled with passports' and a con-
siderable sum of money, Da Halb went
to Helland in the firat days of June
and spent the nxt few weeks questing
information in every marltime clty of
that 'country, Ho sifted tho mass of
rumors and welghed one bunpdle of
alleged facts against another.. The
brief report he made to the Prime Min-
ister givea' the substance of the most
credible  although conflicting blts of
informatien that he plcked up and
closed by statlng that.it is useless for
him to remaln longer in Hellapd, and
that it will be necessary for him to
procecd to America to accomplish his
mission. The Duc de Cholseul ngreed
swith® him In thls, and the burden of
his final instructlona waa to toke the
utmost precautions agrinst the nature
of ‘hia misslon being discoyered. Da
Kalb Informed i‘he minister that ho
would transmit hiz reports {n ciphor In
his letters to Mme. De Kalb in Trance,
She had the key to this elpher and
would transiate and forward theas re-
ports to the FPrlme Minister,

Da Kalh Ianded in Philadephia, and
after spending  some  ftime there,
reached New York in Frbruary, 1768,
Thenece he travelad In Ncw England
and Conada,  All through the concisa
and goldly accurate roports that De
Kalb sent to the French Prime Mis-
ister thers runs an. ever deepening
and ever broadening wvein af enthu-

a

siastio sympathy for the Amerlcan col-

onlats, In those daya each colony was
Independent and jealous of the others,
but De Kalb predicted thet It would
not beo loeng before they would be
drawn together by thelr common
wrongs and unlte in a struggle for in-
dependence. He expressed surprise at
the ardor of thelr devotion to the
cause of liberty, and emphasized the
importance of the movement that waa
becoming widespread throughoutr the
colonists. He told how the inhabitanta
were depriving themsclves of all su-
perfluous things and llving absolutaly
upon  those that they wera oble to
produce themselves, thus reducing their
commeorce with Hngland to tha van.
{shing point

What He Thought of the Colonien.

“It s est!mated that the present
population of the colonies s 8,000,000,
but I pm convinced tliat 'this number
should double within thirty years
wrote De Kalb from New York, “Tha
towns are voritable ant hills, and thero
are Infants sverywhere, . The people
are robust and enterprising. There ls
hers the germ of a mighty natlon in
thae years to come, Tha colonlsta ara
perataded of the justice of their causa
and confldent of thir ability to achleva
thely Independence if the future con-
duoct of tho mother country renders il
nacessary for them to break tho bonds
that bind them to her

Do Kalh did not intrust to his cor-
respondence. with the Prime Minister
the names of the prominent Americans
with whom he talked. In one of his
lotters ho says that he foars hia letterd
are being tampered with and that he
decms it best to reserve sugh detalls
until his return to France, It la evi-
dent, however, that he obtained 'tho
confldencns of most of the men who
afterwarda became londers in the pa-

triot ‘cause. When he returned to
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i

Furope he' polnted out to the Prime
Min{ster two conclusions In particular
that were the results of his long and
careful {nvestigations, One was that
despita the oppression of Great Britain
therse was a deep andrent: sffection
on the part of the colonles for the
mother country—nann affection equaled
anly by their instinctive antlpathy to
France. Thie, he sald, would malke it
undesirable for France to ald openly ar
by any except the most secret means
toward bringing #bput a rupture be-
tweoan  America and. England. His
second concluslon was that the break
botween Great Britaln and her America
colonles ‘was Inevitable, although IL
might npt occur for elght or ten years,
When 1t dld como he was. eonfidani
that the colonjes would attain  thelr
independence. These opinlons dfd not
coinclde with those which the Duoc i dn
Xholseul had formed, The Duo de Choi-
tpill needed somathing to bolster his
tottering power as Primo Mipjater and
Was cager to carry out to the full his
plan of ‘embrolling and conquering
¥mgland. Therefors he treated Ds
Kalb coldly, pald him off In money. and
made him a brigadler—a comparative-
Jy empty title, for the pay of the army
wag In arrears, Not long after that the
Duc de Choiseul lost: the favor of the
Xlng and was sent Into exlle.
Hlis Influence Over Lafaretis,

The Declaration of Independenas
cames sconer than De Kalb had expect-
ed.  Throughout the years that (nter-

s )

By

atte waa related to some of the highest
‘dignitaries of ‘the IFrench eourt end

pthey went

vened between his visit to Amerloa and
the outbreak of the Revolutlon De
ICalb became more and mors lmbued
with the splendor of the idea for which
the Americans were preyaring them-
selves to lay down their lives.” Hao lot
no opportunity pmss to renew his
former frlendshlp with such promi-
nent Ameoricans as  visited | Franca,
Among these were Sllas Deane and
Benlamin Franklin, The former waa
chogen as the first delegato of the

'|'new Ropublic to the Court of Versall-

les. Louls XVI, wns then King., Almost
tho firat thing that Deane dld after
his arrival In Parla wos to appolnt
De Halb as hls prinelpal agent. They
were constantly together, and De Kalh
pat about racruiting officers and pra-
paring for n secret expedition to ald
the Amerlcans, De Kalb waa the mov-
ing spirtt—the power behind mll thia,

Ong day the Dus de Broglis went
for De Kalb and urged him to per-

|'suade; the Marquis de Lafayette to

Joln'this little band of adventurers,
De Kalb renllzed Instantly the advan-
tage to American cause of the al-

lanecs of this young nobleman Lafay-

was one of the leaders of Yrench
socloly, These qualifications  out-
weighed the fact that he was no
soldler. By this time Ds Kalb had
given his heart end boul to the cause
of'the Amerlens, He offored overy in-
ducement to Lafayette—milltary glory,
fame, everything he thought -would
appeal to the young noble. Bo us to
glye prestlge to) tha expadlition, he
made Lafayette fta 'nominal head, In
this way hoe attracted a crowd or bril-
lant Frenchmen trained in nrms and
paved the way for the recognition by
Francs of o naw republio.

Lafayette was not particularly anx-
fous to go on this 'expedition, Ile had
much' to loge and lttle to gain.  The
Due de Broglle, hawever, dasirad him
to take pirt In It, whils athers equelly
prominent urged him ngainst it,  Wach
slde had Its ‘welflsh motives,
was but a pawn in the mighty pame,
It required the united effort of Deans,
Da Kalb and Tranklln to 'overcome’ all
the difficultles in the way and to get
Lafayette startad at laat, Finally on
the I6th of March, 1777, Do Kalb and
Lafayetta salled from Bordeaux, Thoy
might never have reached America had
it ‘not been for Da Kalb, He learned

| that the French I{lng haod sent orders
o the Windward, Islands, whora the

vessel WHs Lo gtop, to nrrest Lafoyette
and. Te Kalb and bhring them 'bapl,
Ds Halb “persuaied"'tha paptaln’ to
DUrsus o direct rpule [to Amerlos, and
| after seven weeks' voyage they landed
ut Georgetown, In tha Carcllnaa,

On thelr arrivel, which was expeoted,

rouge. Congyress, In o shrewdly worded
resplution, E

| ESngRal, Uowlag far i denle andid

Tatayetts

! through ‘the  formality af|!
oftaring their saryice to, tha Amsarlean

mada  Lafayatis A mBjol

rndtionél Spy Who Did .

fluence,” Ds Kalb also recelved a major-
general's. commission, but -his services
in the past and his practical valua as
a soldler were so well known that It
was daemed unneccessary to give any
excuse for hls appolntment. Tha other
Frenchmen who composed this party
of adventurers did not fara so well
Those who seemed capable and sincere
were admitted to the Continental Army.
The services of the rest were refussd,
ond they returnsd full of hatred Lo
their own land. De Xalb was placed
{n command of the army in the' north
under: Lafayette.
‘The Lant Fight.

It was not until two years later, In
17580, that he galned. especlal. proml-
nence, although he fought valiantly
in  many engagoments. Things had
been golng badly for the Americans in
the Bouthern colonles. Army after
army had been dafeated, detachments
cut off, posts carrled, and at length
two Stales wore roannsxed to tha
mother country, and the conquering
army was ready to Invade a third, De
Kuolg and his forces were sent to North
Carolinn, where they were to be jolned
by ths army under General Gates.
Cornwallls opposed them. On the 16th
of ‘August the battle of Camden was
tought. DMajor-General Baron De Kalh
commanded ths right wing, whila Gates
na general-in-chief, superintending the
whole, placed himself on the road be-
tween the 1ina of battls and the re-
sorvas, The left flank, under Stevens,
was routed In the ensulng combat and
fled In disorder. Only De Kalb and hia
veterans hald the battle on the right
in suspensgs, ‘They were completely
gutnumbered. The conflet was as dea-
perate as that ever fought on any
battlefleld. So close dld the enemy
press that it was a hand-to-hand strug-
gle. Theres was nothing but the crash
of clubbed musketis ond the thrust
of cold steel. Like an ancient warrlor
Do Kalb raged cver In ths, forefront
of tha battle, He was seen to cngage
in a score of hand-to-hand combats
before he fell mortally wounded, e
was a man of great stature and amaz-
Ing. strength, all his llfa a soldlor. It
i no wonder therefore that in each
of thess ' individual struggles he cama
off victor ‘oand was only asubduad
when, & concerted charge was made
upon him by a littls band of redconats
These bore him to earth and would
have pinned him there with their bay-
onets “had not hls ald-de-camp saved
him  fro mimmediata death when he
fell by embracing his prostrate body
and recelving the bayonet thrusts that
werp pointediat hie friend and comrade,

Tha Amerlcans rallled for an instant
and bore’ thelr dylng | General with
thom' as they retrented from tho field.
o dled three doys later, and ls burled,
na he' rlways wished to be, on the
battlofield  that wae his laat,  Years
later Conpgress cpused a monument Lo
be erected to, mark the spot, The In-
scription’ on his monumant. says that
he died In the forty-clghth ‘year: of
his age.: It'ls more’ probable that ha
wad nearly seventy.| 'But  such’ had
been the. temperance of his life that he
{not only enjoyed |the | most = Auperh
henlth to'the very last. butihis counte.
nance’ gtll]l retalned 'all the [freshness
and fullness of ‘youth.| - :

Ho ended the' carser 0f this| great
saldler of fortune, Almost to the last
hs contlnued’ to | write cut/in ‘clpher
the numorous’ reports, whosa destina-
tion no one ‘knew. ' Undoubtedly  he
continued untll’'his 'death’as one ot tha
chief | confidants’ of  the French 'Govs
ernmant in the United States, 'No man
Was  better  qualifiad. o
drinking water only; abatemious | to
oxcess:  lrving, on ‘bread, 'sometimes
with ‘heat soup, at' other times’with
cold beef, Ha was ‘untiring/In)his
Industry, It was' hlal constant; hablt
to rlge nt 6 in the morning, light his
candle and deyots himaelf to writing:
Hyety moment that he could 'anatch
from  his military ‘duties found hlm
toverlng ' paper with ourlous. hicros
glyphics, ar
not loose, s g ‘customary In camps.
but ware Lound In large! folio books,
Thema volumas,were transmitted to thd
Baron's unknown correspondent whens'
over a. sefe’ opportunity might lofter,
No'one knew whither they wers' sent.

De Kalb betrayed! an' uceasing jeal-
ousy leat hie journnds’ andlmystia Idloa
Ltlonary might be perusad; 'He'sapmed
|81 WHYE t0 be very much in dread;of log
A RIS DAERARS. Which 1n Mtaslgtw

no yalue, and never fafled to direct his

quartermaster to plaze him on near the
centre of the army as was allowable,
having an utter aversion to belng In
the wicinity of either flank lest an ad-
venturing partisan might carry off his
precious documents, What became of
his Journals is aot kpown, hut very
probably he did not take them {nto
South Carolina. It Is more llkely that
he placed such as remaind {n the hands
of the French Minlster for transmlis-
glon to- Parls when he was ordered
south. Doubtless to-day they are In

the huge national archives In Fraooce,
covered with dust and forgotten
(Copyright, 1210, by Richard Spillans.)

Fredericks Hall Social News.

[Special to The Times-Diapatch.]

Predoricks Hall, Va, August 20.—2ra.
Mattie Beckham and children have returned
to Norfolk after spending several weoks
with relatives hare.

Mra. David Goodwin, of Missigsippl; 3Mrs.
Annn Watts and Missa Wette, of Rockbridgs
county, are the puesis of Miss Burch Good-
win.

Mr, mnd Mrs, C. I, Hardenbergh, of Rich-
mond, have been the recent guems of tha
former's, parenis, Mr., and Mra J. V. Har
denbergh.

N. C. Harrls, of Johnaon City, Tenn., spent
several days with his mother last wesk

J. 3. Moors has returned from & trip to

Rivhmond.
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scorched, and no smut and no dirt.

- See the Virginia Passenger and
Power Co., Seventh and Main Streets,
at once. '
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1l an Electric Iron. Only
the iron gets hot, you keep

The work 1s well done, never

~ ;

He wad! sober,T|

These sheets of - papat/ wers:

o

| ‘they! have taken at ‘the seashore,

 “Who Is Richmond’s Leading
o Photographerd 2« " e 1
A Goodly Majority Will Say =~
FOSTER, of Course
: That's because of the' many, years 6f_ est.a.BIished.l leadership :
in the art of Picture making, and prompt service and reasonable
prices which I have always maintained,  and by which. I draw
‘and hold my thousands of satisfied patrons. e i
| Many, returning \-ncntiénists are brin;ging me the ﬁlms_qf.r.he snapshots
: the mountains and the:country, because

“they kpow I'always get best results for them and
| ‘best,possible manner at, the least cost.

finish their pictures'in the

nroe 2465. .

Foster,

| Maker of High-Grade Phatographs,

112 North-.Nmth'-S_tibétq s




